
City of London Pupil Projections  

Following Henry Colthurst’s talk on education in the City at the 2015 AGM, the City’s 

education department has supplied the following information, some of which was asked for at 

the meeting 

Primary  

Analysis of the 2011 Census data shows that traditionally, the City of London has had 

between 30 and 40 residents within each primary year group. There have previously been 

‘bulges’ in the child population in certain year groups, but numbers have always returned to 

an average of between 30 and 40 by the following year group. However, over recent years, 

there has been a sustained increase in the number of children being born or moving into the 

City that are now beginning to reach Reception Class age and this is reflected in the 2013 to 

2015 elements of the table below. The recent trends indicate that there is a significant rise in 

the number of children living within the City of London who will start to reach primary 

school age from 2012/13 onwards. Based on demographic forecasts for the Capital as a 

whole, this looks set to continue for the following years, but at a much lower rate of growth 

than in the years 2013 to 2015.  

                 

City of London - Reception age projected pupil numbers from 2013 to 2017 with the 

percentage year on year increase  

Basis for Projections  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  

Reception Age Pupil Numbers (based 

on 2011 Census)  
41  52  70  

  

Percentage Increase  0%  27%  35%  
  

Projected Reception Age Pupil 

Numbers (based on DfE Projections)     
73  74  

Percentage Increase  
   

4%  2%  

   

Secondary  

Over the last six years the maximum number of children applying for a maintained secondary 

school in any year was 21. In order for the City to receive funding from the Education 

Funding Agency to open a secondary school, it would need to evidence a minimum demand 

for a two Form of Entry school (60 places). In order for a secondary school to be financial 

viable, and offer the range of subjects necessary, the demand the City would need to evidence 

would be for a four Form of Entry school (120 places).  

   

With the maximum number of applications received in each of the last six years being below 

30 the City cannot evidence sufficient demand to receive funding from the Education 

Funding Agency to open a secondary school. In addition, the substantial transportation links 



available within the City means that children, almost without exception, receive a school 

place of their choice.  

   

Future demand for secondary school places is based on past numbers of applications, which 

has been relatively consistent over a six year period. The table below shows the number of 

applications, and take up of school places from September 2011.  

   

For children starting in September  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  

Number of applications received  18  20  22  16  22  

Number of applications on offer day 

who received a top 3 school of their 

choice  

15  18  21  15  18  

Number of children who subsequently 

took up a school place  

11  18  21  14  17  

Number of applications who took up a 

top 3 school place  

11  17  21  14  15  

Number of applications who did not 

get a school of their top 3  

0  1  0  0  2  

   

The City also secures 49 places for City children at its family of three academies, all of which 

are high performing, achieving results above the London and national average. Despite the 

number of places available to City families the take of these places remains low. The table 

below shows places at the three secondary academies taken by City children from September 

2011.  

   

For children starting in September  2011  2012  2013  2014  2015  

Take up of COL Academy places  4  3  6  4  1  

   

To help promote the academies to City children the corporation has recently commissioned a 

promotional video for each of the academies, a copy of which will be sent to children 

applying in the next academic year. The videos are also accessible at:  

         The City Academy, Hackney https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8SFNSiUAgQ    

         City of London Academy, Islington https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p557DnACjPc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k8SFNSiUAgQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p557DnACjPc


         City of London Academy, Southwark https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1H40MHmUzU  

   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O1H40MHmUzU

