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Minutes 
Barbican Association General Council AGM 
Thursday 27 April 2017 7.30 pm at the City of London School for Girls 
 
Meeting started at 7.34pm. 
Chairman introduced guest Christopher Haywood, the City of London Corporation’s Planning and 
Transportation Committee Chairman who has been in politics a long time and once stood for parliament. 
Christopher thanked BA for the invitation and gave an outline of the responsibilities and upcoming 
activities of his committee.  He has been in the role for a year, with two more expected years to go. 
 
City of London Corporation’s Planning and Transportation Committee has one of the largest workloads in 
the City. 
Christopher is keen to leave a legacy to the “jigsaw of the skyline”. 
City has to build up because there is no more space, but the tall buildings are to be bunched in the East. 
His job is full-time and challenging with lots of stakeholders including residents who are served well by the 
Common Councillors; he is looking forward to getting to know the new recently elected ones who are all 
led by the “very experienced Alderman, Nick Anstee”. 
London is the engine-room and heart of the country.  Planning is not just about serving business but also 
about blending with the community. 
 

1. Transport 
Project on the go called “Healthy Streets” leading to more healthy people 
Barbican area is generally healthy 
Everything to do with the City of London is part of the Mayor of London’s general plan.   
Mayor published “A City for All Londoners” which is the framework for the whole of London. 
Committee will work with this framework incorporating the City of London’s aspirations. 
Some key research: 
Congestion 

 Consolidation re parcel delivery to deliver to a central point on the outskirts of the city and 
then make deliveries perhaps out of hours and in electric vehicles 

 Need reduced motorised travel 

 “Congestion charge no longer works” 

 Officers are working on each aspect of removing traffic because “London is more congested 
than 2014” 

 In the Square Mile, congestion is mainly on the main routes through to the west end 

 Reason for congestion is the Cycle Superhighway which was Boris’ dream, rushed in, over-
engineered, inflexible and impractical and has removed 1/3 of roads to traffic causing a 
huge impact.  COL challenge is to make it more flexible. 

Crowded pavements 
Currently 400,000 people come into the City and this is estimated to be 500,000 by 2026. 
Streets were originally designed for horse and cart 
Using pedestrian modelling 
Heaviest footfall in the Eastern cluster compounded by development 
Barbican footfall very light 
Air quality 
Silent killer 
Mayor and COL see this as a major challenge to overcome 
One of main projects at the moment is Bank Junction 
LEN 
Beech Street will be tackled 
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Bank junction will be tackled 
(112 casualties over last 2 years with 2 fatalities; incumbent on COL to act; 80% jaywalkers) 
Christopher’s vision for Bank is a world-attracting Piazza 
New Bank junction scheme trial launches 22 May 
(7am to 7pm Mon to Fri no traffic except buses, pedestrians and cycles) 
Huge directional signage 
May not work and might have to re-look but will tackle 
Wayfinding 
Project underway 
Signage in City often criticised 
“Can’t change the streets so have to change the signage” 
 

2. Planning / development 
Guided by 2015 Local Development Plan which is regularly revised in line with planning guidelines 
from the Mayor of London 
Objective is for proper communities and not just little popup blocks of flats in the middle of office 
zones 
New development will be more intense in the Eastern cluster which will have a “dynamic, vibrant 
skyline” without breaching the view lines in the central districts.   
Perfect space for more development between walkie talkie and cheesegrater. 
“can only build up” 
Can’t go higher than 72 stories (1000 ft) because of City Airport which needs 1000 ft of clearance 
Each new building expected to house 10,000 new workers 
Many sites needed because of the expected workforce; important for COL to meet needs 
commercially as it competes with other cities in UK and Europe 
Sky gardens, viewing galleries and other amenities are important to maintain and improve the 
quality of the public realm.  COL not like NY where there is much less greenery and pleasant spaces. 
Committee uses 3D modelling for wind assessment and assessing new plans.  A ground-breaking 
area based wind assessment study won an award recently from the Mayor. 
 

3. Crossrail and mobility 
3 new stations 
40,000 people per hour 
In March, the “urban realm” was approved for Farringdon (completion mid 2018) 
Second area at Moorfields will need the temp closure of Moorgate sometime in 2019 
Liverpool St area will be focused on mid 2018 
 

4. Cultural Hub 
One of the most exciting developments and impact to the Barbican 
Brand strategy due July 2017 focusing on re-use of property and street layouts aiming for quick 
wins in 2018 and looking towards a “dynamic and progressive” future for the area. 

 
Christopher introduced team members who will help with Q+A 
Annie Hampson – Chief Planning Officer 
Iain Simmons– Assistant Director Public Realm 
 
Q. Poor state of Barbican Tube station. 
(1) Access to the Podium via the steps is dirty with uncleaned windows. Pavement surrounding the station 
is not kept clean and there is a public urination problem here. Residents would like to see daily deep 
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cleaning of this area and eventually designing out spaces that allows anti-social behaviour to go 
unchecked. 
 
(2) Step free access to Podium 
Low Emission Neighbourhood objectives are to encourage low emission walking routes over the Podium to 
the Barbican Centre and Moorgate area. Provision of step-free access via a lift at western end of Podium 
onto Aldersgate St should be a priority. 
 
(3) Signage to Barbican Centre from Barbican Station should be improved. 
 
A. Step-free access is an aim but no timeline but CH agreed to ask officers to investigate whether there 
could be a quick win here and described this as 'a reasonable request'. Annie Hampton to investigate and 
report back to residents.   
Cleansing will be reviewed and corrected. 
 
Q. Overnight lights on in offices 
A. COL has no jurisdiction and can only encourage.  Note that some people work late and need.  Note that 
there are regulations re fire exits. 
 
Q. Air pollution 
A. CH indicated his personal objective would be to set a date for the City to become diesel free. Part of the 
strategy included freight consolidation and use of electric delivery vehicles for the final mile. 
 
Q Congestion, queuing vehicles and air pollution 
A. Re-use of Cycle Super Highways in rush hour  
 
Q. Preservation of the Podium Highwalks 
A.  CH does not support additional Highwalks across the City and stated that the COL had dismissed them 
15 years ago as a strategy - but did accept that existing Highwalks in the Barbican area should be 
preserved.  David Bradshaw pointed out that it would be a good idea to review Highwalks and access given 
the issues with pollution and additional footfall and traffic. 
 
Q Noise from tube 
A. Iain agreed to raise these issues with TFL but TFL is big and unwieldy. 
 
Q. Noise from building sites in residential areas 
A. Iain covered new “polluter pays” policy insisting on a dedicated project manager on new building sites 
with mandate to minimise noise and disruption. 
 
 
 
Iain stressed that a lot of pre-planning work was done to minimise disturbances to residents. 
 
Q. Will Bank closure cause additional traffic on London Wall 
A Iain reported that traffic modelling suggests no more than an additional 50 vehicles an hour on London 
Wall. TFL will adjust timings on traffic signals on Aldersgate Street by a few seconds. 
 
Q. Work site for Eon district heating in Aldersgate Street  
Eon (not a public utility) uses the site to store materials. No work is currently taking place on installation of 
the pipes. The junction is dangerous for vulnerable road users and congestion in Beech Street is causing 
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dangerous and unacceptable levels of air pollution. Residents called for the site to be removed until issues 
with the piping are resolved. Residents requested the City to explain why there was not a mechanism, such 
as lane rental to ensure that contractors do not use roads as a cheap storage site. 
 
A. This question was not adequately answered. Excuses about delays to the district heating because parts 
are needed ad-hoc and work is paused did not address the issues..   
 
Q. A general point was made that road works by utilities often continue for long periods of time (example 
United Utilities in Golden Lane) with nothing happening causing congestion, raising pollution levels and 
being a potential danger to vulnerable road users. 
 
A. It was noted that Utilities have right to dig without COL permission 
 
Q. Large lorries 
. COL working to make lorries safer but they are needed because of the huge amount of construction.  
Smaller lorries -> longer works. 
 
Mention made of successful liaison between developers and residents over London Wall project and 
specifically the (not initially planned for) re-instated footbridges. 
 
AGM 
BA Chairman summarised the year: 
Crossrail kept everyone busy but had good communications. 
Had minor achievements e.g. step free access. 
Thanked members and all involved and the common councillors. 
 
Q+A session with members replying: 
 
Q Pollution and idling coaches; can’t they go and wait around St Paul’s? 
A 1st Wednesday of every month a team go out and spot check idlers.  Problem is in Fore St and can only be 
solved with awareness raising and persuasion.  Suggestion for Christopher to introduce enforcement of the 
signs, 
 
Tim Macer introduced the motion [This Association resolves that the City of London should not permit noisy work 

from construction sites in or adjoining residential areas on Saturday] .to extend the “no noisy works” rule to 
Saturday (something that Westminster has just done).  Vote carried. 
 
Bernard Morgan was not discussed because of common councilmen present on the Planning Committee 
and conflict of interest. 
 
Maintenance of Barbican Lake was brought up (some dead fish); a new pump is due to be replaced which 
should resolve this. Arts Centre manages the maintenance 
 
Golden Lane do not have such a strong resident voice and management team.  Discussion over whether to 
foster closer ties.   General opinion was to start to collaborate on conservation status and other common 
issues affecting both, ad-hoc.  To discuss at the next BAGC. 
Both residents’ associations had supported seeking conservation status. 
 
Q Wallside has irregular greenhouse formats on balconies. 
A Report to COL and they will refer to planning enforcement 
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Q Concrete repair 
A A resident cost but David Bradshaw is monitoring one outstanding legal case coming up soon which may 
influence outcome 
 
Report from the Treasurer: 
Audited accounts attached.  2016 shows weaker figures but this is only due to invoice timing differences 
between years. 
 
Tony Swanson re-elected Treasurer. 
Richard Godber re-elected Auditor. 
9 members for 9 positions on the general council so no election required. 
Members with more than 4 years standing: Randall Anderson, David Bradshaw, Jane Smith 
 
Elected members: Randall Anderson 
David Bradshaw 
Paul Clifford 
Sarah Hudson 
Helen Kay 
David Kirkby 
Christopher Makin 
Mark Mallindine 
Jane Smith 

 
 
Richard Collins thanked Jane Smith for the year. 
Meeting ended 9:50pm for refreshments. 


